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STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES — 
STANDING ORDER 103 

Point of Order 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Madam President. I draw your attention to standing order 103, 
“Statements by Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries”, particularly order 103(2), which states — 

A statement must impart factual information relating to public affairs, and must not contain debateable 
matter other than matter that is inherent in the content of the statement. 

I suggest that there is very much some debatable matter in the content of this ministerial statement. In particular, 
the reference “a most inadequate report on a July 2016 Emanuel Exports voyage” and the statement — 

We have seen repeated failure from the federal government to enforce its own standards on board these 
ships … 

That is just two examples. Debateable content is most definitely contained within this ministerial statement and 
I seek Madam President’s guidance. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: In light of the public interest on this matter, I felt that it was very important 
that indeed we put this information forward. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: The statement that I made that the Leader of the Opposition considers to be 
controversial precisely reflects statements made by the federal Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources. So, 
in that context, in which the federal Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources has said very much the same 
thing, I do not think that these matters are controversial. I believe that it is important that we are able to articulate 
in this Parliament where we are going. 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you for that, minister. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! I would like to have a say, thank you. I am not going to accept that point of order. This 
is a matter of public interest. It is a matter that does not just relate to our state, but certainly is of national public 
interest. The minister outlined a range of activities that have occurred in that past, she cited that report and made 
some comments. I do not think that this is vastly different from a range of statements that would have come from 
ministers from either side when they were in government, so there is no point of order. 
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